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Have you. had your Copy of the 
Gaylord Illustrated Catalogue 


IF 80, please apply for English prices of the Library Supplies 
you think would be mest useful to you. 
IF NOT, send for a copy (over 100 pp.)—it contains many 
things that will interest you: 

For instance, 


PAMPHLET BINDERS. 


YOU NEED THESE IN YOUR LIBRARY. 


Quality—Three grades, pressboatd, photomount, and lithomount. 
Capacity—To hold from one to ix pamphlets each. 

Sixe—aAll sizes from 5 by Vins. 0°92} by 17ins. 

Price—4¢. to 408. per doz., according to size and quality. 


For further details and Samples ‘write to : 


GRAFTON & CO@., 


COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & 8 COPTIC STREET, 
LONDON, W.C.i. 
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EDITORIAL. 


Some admirable remarks by Sir Gregory Foster on the Library 
Association are printed in The Library Association Record for 
May. Deprecating certain strictures on the Association, he is 
reported to have said: ‘‘ He felt that it should be recognized that 
that Association had a very difficult task. Step by step they were 
bringing about the organization of the profession, which until the 
Association was founded was entirely unorganized. To organize 
a profession was a difficult matter and took time. No doubt the 
Association has made many mistakes, but such mistakes are 
inevitable, having regard to the nature of the business undertaken. 
The business of all those interested in the Profession of Librarian- 
ship is to support the L.A., and to help it discharge its duties more 
and more effectively.’’ That is well said, and represents our own 
views ; but, within the Association, every member should reserve 
to himself the right of criticism. The fact that mistakes have been 
made is the clearest indication of the necessity for such criticism, 
and although we deprecate pu//ic criticism of the L.A., that associa- 
tion has no special reason to pride itself because it has been so 
eloquently defended. It is not a new association just feeling its 
feet ; it has been struggling to find them for nearly half-a-century. 


* * * * 


Our good friend F.B., whose identity we now recognize, writes 
wisely on ‘‘ Speeches in Libraries,” also in the last issue of the 
Record, and chastens a colleague for addressing a Rotary Club 
on ancient libraries and omitting to tell the business men who are 
its members that the modern library gives a sound return for the 
money spent. This reminds us of the Publicity Work of the L.A. 
The Committee concerned has been gathering opinions of literary 
men on the value of public libraries; but we suggest that, inter- 
esting and conclusive as such opinions are to librarians, they are not 
so to the general business man who pays rates, and who may even 
think that the author is an interested person. Opinions should 
be gathered from great, successful business men. To prove to the 
local tradesman that a millionaire believes in public libraries is a 
much more effective thing than to prove that a man who writes 
books believes in the usefulness of institutions which distribute 


them. 


We are sorry to learn that owing to the few entrants, the 
projected L.A. and L.A.A. visit to Holland had to be abandoned. 
The two associations could produce only ten persons who wished to 
participate ; and our friends in Holland, who were under the 
impression that as two associations had accepted their invitation 
there would be really an impressive gathering of British librarians 
in their country, suggested the postponement of the affair until 
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more favourable times. It is a pity; at the same time it is fair to 
point out that this is quite an unfavourable time for such an enter- 
prise. With falling bonuses, reduced salaries, with the cost of living 
remaining well above these reductions, and with the exchange in 
Holland ‘strongly against us, the expense involved was too great 
for most library workers. {£14 is too much for one week abroad, 
and, until that factor changes, only small parties can be expected 


to visit Holland. 
ok * 


Librarians are now-a-days plagued beyond forbearance by 
the book-agent, who at one time seemed a specially Trans-Atlantic 
nuisance. Lately, however, certain publishers of ‘‘ made-up” 
books—profusely illustrated popular undocumented works of very 
high price as a rule—have employed ex-service and other men 
to push their wares. These unfortunates descend upon the more 
unfortunate librarian with a tale which is compounded in very 
unequal parts of the war-sacrifices they have made and the books 
they are selling. These men have usually absolutely no knowledge 
of literature, libraries or the book-trade, and vet, unless the librarian 
is quite rude, will persist in describing the virtues of books the 
character of which any librarian can tell at a glance. 


* * * 


Once upon a time statements used to be made frequently of 
the sort we see repeated this month: “Since the open-access 
system had been in force in the Borough not a single book had been 
lost,”” but we have seen few lately. They may be true; but we 
find them difficult to believe. All libraries, in our experience, lose 
books, even open-access libraries ; and it is best to admit the fact, 
and to urge the self-evident proposition that it is better to lose a 
few books in giving readers the inestimable advantage of access 
than to preserve the books by locking out all the readers. We do 
not know what the average library losses are, but somewhere about 
one volume for every 20,000 volumes circulated would not be an 
excessive loss, we imagine. 


* * * 


This matter leads to the perennial question of stock-taking, 
which it is to be presumed many libraries will engage in during the 
next three months. We are a little curious about this matter. Has 
any librarian with a stock of more than 50,000 volumes in his charge 
ever made a complete stock-taking in one year without closing 
his library ? If so, how was it done, and what were the results ? 
In theory one can of course take stock—that is to say, check shelves, 
issue charges, binding and other records, without closing a library ; 
but how long does the work take, and who has ever completedi t ? 
Experience would seem to show that this work can rarely be done 
well unless the library is closed. It may be possible to complete 
a check of one class in one year otherwise ; and that method— 
one class yearly—would seem to be a good solution of the stock- 
taking bugbear. It would be an annual test by which general losses 
could be gauged. 
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NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHIES : 


A descriptive catalogue of the works which register the books 
published in, each country. 


(New and Revised Edition.) 
By 
RoBERT ALEXANDER PEDDIE. 


DENMARK. 

The list of Danish books, 1482-1830, is not yet completed. It 
was started as far back as 1872, and four volumes have now been 
issued. 

Bruun (C. V.) Bibliotheca Danica. Systematisk fortegnelse 
over den Danske literature fra 1482 til 1830. Vol. 1-4 
(and Supp.) Kjobenhavn, 1877 [1872]-1902-14. 4to. 
It is a classified catalogue, and is based on the collections of the 
Royal Library at Copenhagen and other Danish libraries. Whether 
an author index is proposed to be issued is not known, but in the 
meantime there is 
Nyerup (R.) and Krart (J. C.). Almindeligt Litteratur- 
lexicon for Danmark, Norge og Island. 
Kjobenhavn, 1820. 4to. 
This is an alphabetical catalogue of authors with short biographies 
and lists of their works. 

For the earlier part of this period an important bibliography 

has been recently published. 
NrELsEN (L.). Dansk bibliografi, 1482-1550. 
Kjobenhavn, 1919. 4to. 
All the books printed during this period are fully described with 
facsimiles and locations of known copies. 

The regular series of bibliographies does not begin until the 
year 1841, but for the intermediate period use may be made of 

Ers_ew (T. H.). Almindeligt forfatterlexicon for kongeriget 
Danmark med tilhorende bilande fra 1814 til 1840. 3 


vol. Kjobenhavn, 1843-53. 8vo. 
~ - Supplement . . . indtil udgangen af aaret 1853. 
3 vol. Kjobenhavn, 1858-68. 8vo. 


This again is a catalogue of authors with biographies and lists of their 
works. 

The Booksellers’ Association of Copenhagen issued the following 
work in 1841. 


FORLAGSFORENINGEN. Almindeligt Dansk-Norsk Forlags- 
Catalog. Catalogus librorum in Dania et Norvegia 
editorum secundum eos, qui sumtus fecerunt distributus. 

Havniae, 1841. 8vo. 
It appears to be a catalogue of the books issued by a certain number 
of publishers only, but it seems to go,back to about the year 1780. 
The author catalogue is followed by catalogues of maps and of 
portraits and a classified index by subjects. 
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From 1841 the Danish Catalogue is available 


Dansk Bogfortegnelse for aarene 1841-1858. 
Kjobenhavn, 1861. 4to. 


—— 1859-1868. Kjobenhavn, 1871. 4to. 
——— 1869-1880. Kjobenhavn, 1881-82. 4to. 
——— 1881-1892. Kjobenhavn, 1893-94. 4to. 
1893-1900. Kjobenhavn, 1903. 4to. 
——— 1901-1908. Kébenhavn, 1910. 4to. 

1909-1914. Kébenhavn, 1916. 4to. 


Each volume contains an alphabetical author catalogue, together 
with a classified index of subjects. 


The series is supplemented by the annual catalogue. 


Dansk Bogfortegnelse for [each year]. Kjobenhavn. 8vo. 
This contains the numbers of the monthly or bi-monthly catalogue 
of Danish books, bound together with general alphabetical author 
and classified subject indexes, also lists of music and Icelandic books. 


A title index to the literature of the years 1881-1906 has been 
issued. It deals with a select list of about 10,000 titles in the classes 
of Literature, Fine Arts, and Technical Books ; school books and 
other similar sections are excluded. 


Mutter (A. F.). Stikords-katalog for den Danske Boghandel 
omfattende Aarene 1881-1906. Odense, 1906. 8vo. 


The arrangement is alphabetical by the first important word. 


A similar title index to the whole of Danish Literature in the 
strict sense of the term for the period 1841-1908 has since been 
issued. 


EHRENGRON-MULLER (H.) Stikordsregister til den Danske 
Sk6nliteratur for Aarene 1841-1908. 
Kébenhavn, 1918. 8vo. 


NORWAY. 


The earlier period of Norwegian bibliography was without a 
guide until the publication of 
PETTERSEN (H.). Bibliotheca Norvegica. Norsk Boglex- 
ikon 1643-1813. Beskrivende Katalog over Béger 
trykte i Norge i tidsrummet fra Bogtrykkerkunstens 
indférelse til adskillelsen fra Danmark. 
Christiania, 1899-1908. 4to. 


The first volume is an author catalogue of Norwegian books, with 
full descriptions. An index of persons and a rough index of subjects 
is given. Vol. 2 contains a bibliography of works relating to Norway, 
and Vol. 3 begins a catalogue of the works of Norwegian authors 
before 1814. From 1814 onwards there has been a periodical cata- 
logue, which is now issued in ten-yearly volumes. The volumes 
have been edited by different bibliographers, whose names will be 
found appended to the sections for which they have been responsible. 
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Norsk Bog-Fortegnelse. 
1814-1847. M. Nissen. Kristiania, 1848. 8vo. 
1848-1865. P. Botten-Hansen and S. Petersen. 
Kristiania, 1870. 8vo. 
1866-1872. T. Boeck. Christiania, 1877. 8vo. 
1873-1882. M. W. Feilberg. Kristiania, 1885. 8vo. 
1883-1890. M. W. Feilberg. Kristiania, 1892. 8vo. 


1891-1900. H. J. Haffner. Kristiania, 1902. 8vo. 
These catalogues are arranged by authors, and have classified indexes 
of subjects. 
The annual 


AARSKATALOG over Norsk Litteratur. Kristiania. 8vo. 
supplements the decennial catalogue to date. It is arranged in the 
same way. 

There are two other works which are useful for Norwegian 
bibliography. The first 

BottEN-HANSEN (P.). La Norvége littéraire. Catalogue 

systématique et raisonné de tous les ouvrages de quelques 
valeur imprimés en Norvége ou composés par des 

auteurs Norvégiens au 19e. siécle. 
Christiania, 1868. 8vo. 
was composed for the Paris Exhibition of 1868, and in a valuable 
annotated list of the most important Norwegian books. The other 


KraFt (J. E.) and Lance (C.). Norsk Forfatter-Lexikon 
1814-1880. Samlet, redigeret og udgivet af J. B. Hal- 
vorsen. 6 vols. Kristiania, 1885-1880. 8vo. 

is a biographical dictionary of the writers of Norway, with biblio- 
gtaphies of their works. 

A title index to Norwegian literature for the period 1883-1907 
has been issued. 

Haurr (N. S.). Stikords-katalog over Norsk literatur 1883- 
1907 Kristiania. [1908]. 4to. 

This is a select catalogue arranged by title, or rather by the catch- 


word in each title. 
See also DENMARK. 


MEXICO. 
For Mexican bibliography as a whole the work of J. T. Medina 
must be used. 
Mevina (J.T.). La Imprenta en Mexico (1539-1821). 8 vol. 
Santiago de Chile, 1909-12. 4to. 
There is another bibliography of the books of the earliest period. 
GarciA IcAZBALCETA (J.). Bibliografia Mexicana del siglo 16. 
Primera parte. Catalogo razonado de libros impresos 
en Mexico de 1539 4 1600. Mexico, 1886. 8vo. 
It is a chronological catalogue with very full descriptions, extracts 
and facsimiles. 
The 17th century is also dealt with in a separate work. 
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ANDRADE (V. de P.) Ensayo bibliografico Mexicano del 
siglo 17. 2da edicion. Mexico, 1899. 8vo. 


Also arranged chronologically. An index of authors, etc., is pro- 
vided. 
The books of the 18th century are being catalogued in 


Leon (N.) Bibliografia Mexicana del siglo 18. Vol 1-5, etc. 
Mexico, 1904-08, etc. 4to. 
This work, of which five large volumes have been issued, forms part 
of the Boletin del Instituto Bibliografico Mexicana. It aims at giving 
complete bibliographical descriptions, with facsimiles and extracts, 
of all the 18th century Mexican books. Each volume contains an 
alphabet of authors and therefore every volume must be consulted 
for any particular work required. 
No collective or annual catalogue of the books of the 19th cen- 
tury appears to be known. 


LIBRARIES AND PUBLICITY. 


By Harry Cross, Lending Dept., Croydon Public Libraries. 


As the value of publicity in an organised form is being gradually 
brought home to our profession it may not be out of place to offer 
some remarks on a subject that is now engaging the attention of 
a committee of the Library Association. 

It certainly does appear paradoxical that what is to all intents 
and purposes a national institution should not be nationally used. 
For that is what we are confronted with no matter which way we 
turn. Whether it be newspapers, business men or educational 
authorities the result is the same—libraries and their uses are but 
little understood. 

Our public is small, and the use made of libraries almost 
negligible when one realises the size of the population. Then, if 
we are to increase the use made of libraries we must endeavour to 
force the fact of their existence still more before the public. A 
vigorous cultivation of the areas around one’s own library must 
follow. Chambers of commerce are obviously good fields for work 
in this direction, and present what must be fruitful ground for the 
enlargement of the activities of a public library. Gradually the 
value of organized commercial information is being brought home to 
business men, and no librarian can afford to neglect opportunities 
for making known the uses of a well-arranged business and commer- 
cial reference library. 

Educational, scientific, and recreational societies all prove 
excellent spheres in which a librarian may do valuable work in 
order to draw attention to the assistance that can be obtained from 
the collections under his care. 

But over and above this must be placed the value of co-ordinated 
effort in publicity work throughout the country. Newspapers are 
gradually admitting to their columns useful and instructive articles 
on public libraries. But by the judicious marshalling of our forces 
we may accomplish much more. What has been done in the past 
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has been almost wholly individual effort. With accredited repre- 
sentatives attending at all conferences where the value of libraries 
can be made known, we may expect an extension of usefulness. 

One might suggest that for the purposes of a publicity campaign 
numerous centres in the British Isles should be created from which 
a librarian publicity agent would work the surrounding districts. 
For instance, from Glasgow, Newcastle, Manchester, Birmingham, 
etc., a carefully arranged propaganda or publicity campaign would 
be bound to have an effect. Individual work in the past has been 
good, but in its individuality lay its comparative failure. Only 
a properly organised campaign for the dissemination of knowledge 
concerning public libraries can give anything like good results. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


DEAR ARISTONYMOUS, 


The heat has been so great of late that I fear my brain is too 
addled to follow, except with admiration, the intricacies of your 
arguments on immoral books. The book-world, in spite of what 
may be said to the contrary, is in a bad way ; one cannot lean on 
reviews to save one from the sex-scavengering novelist, and even 
the names of reputable publishers occasionally appear on books 
fit only for the ash-pit. So here am I, week in week out, reading 
novels of the most infernal type until my brain is one whirl. Where- 
fore, if I am a little incoherent, put it down to this reading in a 
temperature of 88 degrees. 


NOVELS. 


There has not been published in the last twenty years one 
single novel that is worth a dispute with our readers. Take them 
off the shelves if they are complained of, and let those who want 
them ask for em. You can get them out of the strong room then. 
One gets heartily sick of the prurient people who object to such 
books as Stacpoole’s The Blue Lagoon—l have had to take my 
copies off the shelf because a father wrote in tears to the Mayor 
saying that his innocent boy of fifteen had actually taken home this 
dreadful book—and of the equally prurient people who desire such 
books as , well, I won’t give that lady with the majestic 
name another free advertisement. I believe in the novel. It isa 
transcript of life’ Sometimes it belong to Pure Literature (Dewey), 
however ; and sometimes it should be classed under Sewage (also 
Dewey). It is making the classification that is so difficult. But 
enough. 


IDEAS. 


I have been getting ideas lately, or reviving ancient ones, a 
pleasant process during the summer months. It has often occurred 
to me that many would-be readers of great books do not read them 
because at the moment they want them they are “out.” The 
majority of readers of novels have no set purpose in reading ; they 
do not, for example, specially want to read Conrad or Wells, but 
seeing Conrad or Wells on the shelves, they take them out—by 
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sudden inspiration, as it were. When the man who does want these 
authors comes along he cannot get them. So I am establishing 


A LIBRARY OF DUPLICATES 


which will be kept in a private room. The books in it will be the 
finest editions I can get of the great novelists and those which 
may have some small claim to immortality amongst the moderns. 
Very popular works of non-fiction will also be included. These 
books I shall enter in my catalogues, and readers who ask for them 
individually shall have them. If a reader says,’‘‘I want to read 
something of Conrad,” I shall be blandly polite and refer him to 
the general shelves only ; but if he says, “‘ I want toread The Nigger 
of the ‘ Narcissus,’’’ I shall smile, descend into my collection of 
duplicates, and hand it forth. The whole principle of the matter 
is that I am providing a library for people who want books in a 
systematic manner. 


And it isn’t going to be easy to work my new section. 


READERS. 


I was partly driven to this method by considering the soilure 
of my fiction generally. Is there anything more objectionable in 
the world than the habits of the average reader? His fingers 
dog-ear, soil, stretch, fracture and murder my books ; he eats his 
dinners over them, spills beastly coffee over them, even uses his 
toast-knife, buttered, it would seem, as a book-mark. It is dis- 
honesty in the extreme, and I have never been able to find assistants 
who were competent to tackle the question; it is quite beyond 
their ability. Hence I will keep some fiction, at least, out of his 
clutches. 

STUDENTS. 

Oh, yes! In a general way the student-reader of other and 
more erudite works than fiction is equally bad. He scores his notes 
in the margin under the impression that the next reader wants 
other views in the book than those of its author. He underlines 
paragraphs, and I go almost frantic when I find a book with whole 
passages underlined in ink. As an annotator the student is the 
most inane of inane persons. The fiction annotator confines himself 
(or more frequently herself) to such comments as “‘a lovely book,” 
“rotten,” “all lies,” “ o.k.,” and the like, which only irritate one 
for a moment ; but the student loves to wrangle in the margins. 
I wish librarians would band together to secure a few effective 
prosecutions of these pests. It would be a great economy for 
libraries. 

INTEMPERANCE. 

This is a suitable letter for hot weather ; but it may prevent 
Eratosthenes from spilling his puerilities about a library school 
over us, and its very heat may cool you. The mention of a library 
school, however, does lead me to a suggestion in all 


TEMPERANCE 


that every five years or so every worker in libraries, of whatever 
age or position, should attend a brief systematic course in his work. 
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It will keep him abreast of changing ideas ; it will revive what he 
has forgotten ; it will teach him a good deal that he never knew. 
He ought to be a student always. The man who is not is no librarian, 
but only a caricature. CALLIMACHUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of “‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.”’} 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


{Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 


THE first annual report of the CoMMITTEE ON SCHOOL LIBRARIES 
OF GATESHEAD gives much information concerning the organization 
and management of a system jointly controlled by the Library and 
Education Committees, as will be seen from the following extracts: 


At a meeting of a Sub-Committee of the Public Library 


Committee, held in October, 1919, it was recommended. 


that a special committee consisting of members of the Public 
Library Committee, Education Committee, Head Teachers, and 
Class Teachers, should be formed to consider the question of Juvenile 
Libraries. 

* This special advisory committee was thereupon appointed, 
and consisted of six members from the Library Committee, four 
from the Education Committee, and four from the Teaching Pro- 
fession. 

At a meeting of this committee held in January, 1920, it was 
agreed to adopt a scheme for district Juvenile Libraries. The 
Public Library Committee and Education Committee agreed to 
send it to the Board of Education, and eventually this scheme was 
approved by the Board. 


The revised scheme which was finally adopted is as follows :— 


(1) That Libraries be established in each elementary school for 
senior classes from and including Standard Four upwards. 


(2) That the initial stock of books be distributed according to the 
requirements of the schools, beginning with those at the greatest 
distance from the library which are without books, and rapidly 
extending to cover all schools. 
That the annual grant of £250 which the Education Committee 
has agreed to make to the Library Committee, and which has 
received the approval of the Board of Education, should be 
used for the purchase of new books until all the libraries are 
efficiently equipped, after which time part of the grant may 
be used for the replacement and rebinding of books. 


(3 
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(4) That the Education Committee provide the necessary cases 
for the safe custody of the books. 


(5) That at each school a teacher (or teachers) will be responsible 
for sending to the Joint Committee the requisition list of books 
wanted ; for issuing the books to the children; sending to 
the Public Librarian a monthly account of the books issued ; 
and sending any books requiring replacing, rebinding, or 
repairing. These teachers will do the work in their school 
time. 


That at least once in every year the Librarian arrange for 


(6 
taking stock of the books in the school libraries. 


— 


(7) That the Public Library Committee be responsible for the 
supply of all record forms, etc., and be part responsible for 


the repair, rebinding, and replacement of books. 


(8) That the Public Library be the central depét at which all the 
administrative work in the way of repairs, selection and 
purchase of books, replacements and bindings, etc., be done, 
and where a stock of books be kept, not only to cater for the 
juveniles who are making use of the Public Library but also 
to keep the other libraries up to strength when books have to 
be taken out of circulation for replacement and binding. 


(9) That the Standing Joint Committee be composed of six 
members of the Library Committee four from the Education 
Committee, two Head Teachers, and two Class Teachers. 


— 


(10) That the Joint Committee of representatives from the Educa- 
tion and Public Libraries Committee, and the Teaching 
Profession be responsible for the efficiency of the system ; be 
responsible for receiving and attending to the requisitions of 
the various schools ; select the books according to the grant 
made to the Library Committee ; and allocate the books to 
the different schools. 


As many of the schools were already in possession of school 
libraries it was decided that these schools be asked to transfer their 
books to the Joint Committee, and the whole of the 17 schools 
possessing libraries readily agreed. 

By this means the scheme began with an initial stock of 1,909 
volumes. 

During the past year 2,764 volumes have been added to the 
school libraries, so that at the present time there are 4,673 volumes 
in the schools. 

In order to encourage boys and girls who are leaving school 
to join the Public Library, the Joint Committee arranged that 
special application forms be sent to the schools for such 
children. 


The KitMarRNock Public Library Committee at a _ recent 
meeting agreed to continue to place in one of their buildings the 
Ayrshire Football Cup, which the local team had again won. Cer- 
tainly !—good publicity. 


Messrs. W. & R. Holmes, of Dunlop St., 
Glasgow, and Yorkshire St., Rochdale, 
execute Contracts in all parts of the 
Kingdom. Their Library Department 
is highly-organised to give service with 
promptitude and efficiency. Place your 
orders for current literature, remainders, 
and second-hand books with them, and 
get the benefit of their economic service. 
All consignments carriage paid to 
destination. 
3-11, DUNLOP STREET, GLASGOW, 
and at 95, Yorkshire St., Rochdale. 


INTERCHANGEABLE SIGNS FOR LIBRARY USE 


Magazine Indicator for Reading Room, 
Opening and Closing Hours, 

Notices to the Public, 
Announcements of Lectures, etc. 


The most effective and durable signs for above 
and similar purposes are obtainable from 


GRAFTON & CO., 


COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & 8 COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C.1. 
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In connection with the opening of the SHEFFIELD Central 
Lending Library on the open access system on June Ist, a handy 
and most useful booklet explaining the new facilities has been 
published. In its ten pleasingly-arranged pages readers are in- 
structed in the use of the catalogues, the arrangement and classi- 
fication of the books, and the issue methods, and gives interesting 
information on the various departments of the library system. 


Congratulations to the Publicity Committee of the L.A. on 
the excellent way in which their present campaign is being con- 
ducted. The Association seems to be making a better job of this 
than of anything it has tackled for many years. 


LEAMINGTON Spa Pustic Lisrary.—A further sum of 
£250 having been subscribed by local contribution towards the 
extinction of the building debt, the Committee have just received 
from the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust another grant of £250 
for the same subject. 


Since 1915 the total sum of £2,000 has been received in volun- 
tary contributions towards the liquidation of the debt, of which 
sum the Carnegie Trustees have contributed £1,500. 


PERSONAL. 


Mr. D. W. HERpMAN, Deputy Librarian, Sunderland, has been 
appointed Chief Librarian, Cheltenham. 


Mr Ho t-Jackson, Chief Assistant Librarian, 
Sunderland, is shortly to take over the new and second-hand book- 
selling business of the late John Cotterill, of 5, Lord Street, Black- 
burn, Lancs. The business, which has been established for over 30 
years, is in a good centre where Mr. Holt-Jackson will be known to 
many members of the profession. 


NOTE. 


Next month will see the Summer School at University College, 
London, and after it will follow the School at Aberystwyth. We 
trust that all library workers who are rusty, or who desire to 
systematize their learning, will attend one or other of these two 
schools. The library profession is now large enough to make both 
successful ; and, to be quite frank, there was never greater need 
of them than now. The fees and other costs are probably the very 
best investment than any young librarian (or older one for that 
matter) can make. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 

Van MEEL (JAN) Openbare Boekerijen, vak-en kinderbibliotheken, 
leeszalen, reizende boekerijen : practisch handboek voor hunne 
inrichters en bestuurders [Public libraries, branch and children 
libraries, reading rooms, travelling libraries :_ practical handbook 
for their arrangers and managers]. S8vo, 176 pp. Brugge & 
Antwerpen, 1921. 

This Text Book marks a turning point in the history of Public Libraries 
in the Low Countries. The growing demand for library provision in Holland 
and Belgium is known to all, but whereas formerly library work was at the 
stage when individual workers sought experience in other countries, studied 
foreign methods, and in short were in the period of experiment and small 
beginnings, now it would seem that a general notion of national needs has 
been evolved. They will continue to experiment and study, as we need to 
do, but at least there is accepted, and now formulated, a definite under- 
standing of the principles of library economy adapted to the needs of their 
public. At once it is clear that the needs are different from ours in that these 
countries are essentially rural and not essentially urban—hence the greater 
attention given to the smaller distributing agencies. 

Mr. Van Meel has written an excellent handbook, as might be expected 
from one who, as secretary of the [Antwerp] provincial commission on public 
libraries and Flemish literature, has had unique opportunities. Though 
written primarily for the library workers of the Flemish-speaking districts 
of Belgium his book will find even more readers in Holland, for it provides a 
practical text-book such as must have often been needed by the Dutch librarian. 
It is a small Dutch Brown-Sayers, in fact. Its scope is much that of our 
English text-book, though it is only fair to say that apparent similarities in 
the arrangement of the divisions of the text can only be due to the natural 
division of the subject itself, as the writer regrets that the new edition of 
Brown (described as ‘“‘ a remarkable book ’’) was published too late for it to 
be of as much assistance as it might have been. As it stands the book is a 
model of what a short text-book of library economy should be. Excluding 
Brown there is no similar work to compare with it for comprehensiveness, 
brevity, clear arrangement and up-to-dateness. It is the result of a careful 
study, not of the painfully evolved methods of any one school or country 
but of an examination of the best achievements of librarians of all countries, 
and in that, to a large extent, rests its success. The public library movement 
in Holland and Belgium can be saved much of the abortive experiments we 
in England have gone through, but only by the publication of such a text-book 
as this of Mr. Van Meel, who will have earned the thanks of ali his co-workers. 
—L. R. McC. 


Baker (E. A., D.Lit.) THE Pusiic Liprary. Demy 8vo, cloth, 
250 pp., illustrated. Daniel O'Connor, 1922. 12s. 6d. net. 
Review to follow. 


LIBRARY REPORTS. 

Hove (BorouGH). Twenty-ninth annual report of the Public 
Library Committee, 1921. 

LIBRARIAN: John William Lister. Population, 46,519. Income, 
£2,213 (from rate, 1 1/5d., £1,855). Expenditure, books, binding 
and periodicals, £445; salaries and wages, £1,109; fabric charges, 
£544. Stock: Lending, 21,777; reference, 11,087. Issues: Lending, 
124,719; reference, 13,110; children’s lending, 34,427; children’s 
reference, 643. 


All-round progress is reported, but the feature of the report is the account 
of the first 18 months’ work of the children’s library. This department “ has 
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been the means of introducing the pleasures of reading into many new homes. 
The question is frequently asked, ‘ Where can I get a ticket for my mother ? ’ 
or ‘ Will you give me a book that father can read?’ . . . Thereisa spirit 
of comradeship or affection between the children and the staff which helps 
materially the work of both;’’ and, be it added, this comradeship, so helpful 
in all departments, is a thing much more easily established with readers when 
they are young than later on-——which is another strong argument in favour 
of juvenile departments and also an argument to show the necessity for a wise 
choice of the juvenile librarian. Some assistants will do much more to bring 
about this comradeship than others, and they are the assistants to choose, 
whenever possible, for this important work. 


The facilities granted to students by the GATESHEAD Public 
Library, as stated in the “ Catalogue of Books in the Educational 
Section ""—a_ select, entry-a-line classified list—are particularly 


generous. 
““(1) All students are allowed to borrow four books at one time. Three 
of these must be of a non-fictional character . . . while the fourth ticket 


may be used for borrowing fiction or another book of non-fiction. A!l books 
so borrowed will be allowed out the regulation period of 15 days. Books are 
renewed only when not in demand by other borrowers. 

* (2) Books contained in the Reference Library (except those in the 
local collection, atlases, dictionaries, encyclopedias, directories, and the 
like) may be issued, at the discretion of the Librarian, for a period not exceed- 
ing seven days, on the understanding that should such books be required for 
reference the borrower will return the same immediately on receipt of a post- 
card, the price of such postcard to be paid by the borrower.” 


SOUTHEND-ON-SEA (County BorouGu). Annual Report of the 
Public Library and Museum Committee, 1921-22. 


BorouGu LIBRARIAN AND CURATOR: William Pollitt. Population, 
106,021. Expenditure on Library and Museum, £7,600. Stock: 
Lending, 19,775; reference, 1,090. Issues: Lending, 247,420; 


reference, 2,494. 

This, the sixteenth, annual report shows not only a remarkable increase 
in the issues but, what is even more pleasing, in the stock. The population 
of Southend has more than doubled since the inauguration of the library 
system and proportionate increase in stock could scarcely be expected. 
Furthermore, the initial stock was none too large, and the lean years of the 
war have had their baneful influence; so it is well to hear that over 2,200 
volumes were added during the year, and that this building up is to be con- 
tinued, as the librarian (of course) and the committee (being wiser than many) 
are convinced that “ the success of the library depends almost entirely on 
the stock of books available (and to some extent on their good condition), 
and also on the constant supply of an adequate number of new books.”’ The 
library position, owing to the unusually rapid growth of the town, has been 
undoubtedly a difficult one, and the issue figures for this year—the total was 
249,914—-show that this position is being well handled. 

No doubt much of the increase was due to the abolition of that Victorian 
system known as the “ indicator ’’ method, readers now being given that 
right of all free men open access to the shelves. Additional shelving was 
provided, and the necessary alterations were so carried out that no closing 
of the library was necessitated. 

The work of the school libraries maintained the excellent standard of an 
issue of 32,000 as in the previous year. 


BULLETINS. 

The teature of this quarter’s issue of the NoTTINGHAM PUBLIC 
Lrsprartes BULLETIN is an illustrated article on the Nottingham 
poet, Philip James Bailey. The attention of local readers is drawn 
also to the work of another writer who was born in that town— 
Dr. L. P. Sacks. 
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Yet another issue of the Technical Book Review Index, issued 
by the Technology Department of the Carnegie Library of Prrts- 
BURGH, brings forth our supplications to the authorities of that 
library that they should provide a classified index to this publica- 
tion. With a subject guide this would be an invaluable aid to 
book selection ; without it—well, life is short. In England we, 
with our limited funds, not only need to know what reviews say 
about a given book, but we need also to know what books there 
are, on our special subjects, to be reviewed. Of course, this is 
looking a gift horse in the mouth—and it’s a fine horse. 


GENERAL. 


Geary (Marjorie Crane) FoLk DANCES OF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 4to, 
cloth, x. + 54 pp., illustrated, music. New York: A. S. Barnes & 
Co. London: Grafton & Co., 1922. 12s. 6d. net. 

Three hundred years of oppression and repression among the people of 
Czecho-Slovakia has fostered the growth of national folk poetry and dancing 
that has much beauty and originality. The book before us contains over 
twenty of the Czech dances, arranged in order of difficulty ; the steps of each 
dance are described in detail so clearly that the pupil has no difficulty in 
learning the movements. A simple arrangement of the original music accom- 
panies each dance. A valuable feature of the book is the interesting series 
of illustrations, which show Czech dancers performing their national dances. 

The work cannot fail to appeal to librarians, educational authorities and 
teachers, who will find the folk songs and dances which originated in the 
minds of the simple peasants of Czecho-Slovakia a treasury of musical beauty. 


BookpLaTes, by Frank Brangwyn, R.A., with a Foreword by Eden 
Phillpotts, and a Technical Note by E. Hesketh Hubbard. Crown 
4to, cloth, 69 plates. The Morland Press, 1920. 42s. 


Ex-Lisris AND Marks, by Ludovic Rodo, with an Introduction 
by Frank Brangwyn, R.A. Crown 4to, wrappers. The Morland 
Press, 1921. 3s. 9d. net. 


Booxkpe.ateEs, by Pickford Waller, with an Introduction by W. G. 
Blaikie Murdoch. Crown 4to, wrappers. The Morland Press, 
1921. 3s. 9d. net. 

Librarians who were interested in the little article published by us last 
month on Bookplates for Libraries might do worse than to examine carefully 
this interesting series of bookplates by well-known artists. These are examples 
of work that is practically free from heraldic design, and the artists have 
created a type of bookplate that is unconventional and that is noticeable for 
its fluent beauty, humour and imagination. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


ANDREW MARVELL, 1621-1678. Tercentenary Tributes, by 
The Right Hon. Augustine Birrell, The Right Rev. H. Hensley 
Henson, D.D., T. S. Eliot, Cyril Falls, Edmund Gosse, H. J. Massing- 
ham, J. C. Squire, and Edmund Wright. Edited, with an official 
record of the Tercentenary Celebrations at Kingston-upon-Hull 
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and in London, by Wm. H. Bagguley, F.L.A., City Librarian of 
Hull. Cloth, crown 8vo, 132 pp., four portraits and nine other 
illustrations. Humphrey Milford, 1922. 6s. net. 


Barr (J.) THe Crry oF AUCKLAND, 1840-1920. Cloth, crown 
8vo, 260 pp. Auckland, Whitcombe and Tombs, Ltd., 1922. 

A History of the City of Auckland, compiled by the Chief Librarian of 
that city. 

Byrne (Donn) MEssER Marco Poo. Crown 8vo, cloth, 154 pp., 
illustrated. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., Ltd., 1922. 6s. net. 


Hocking (Silas K.) THE GREATER Goop. Cloth, crown 8vo, 
278 pp. Sampson Low, Marston and Co., Ltd., 1922. 6s. net. 


Chatwyn (Alys) THE TALK OF THE ScHooL. Cloth, cr. 8vo, 
240 pp., illustrated. The Epworth Press, 1922. 5s. net. 


LIBRARY ASSISTANTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


NorTtH WESTERN BRANCH (LIVERPOOL AND District Division). 
THE members of the Liverpool and District Division spent a joyous 
time on Friday, May 12th. Leaving the Reference Library, William 
Brown Street, Liverpool, at half-past two in the afternoon, the 
party (exceeding 40 in number and including Mr. G. T. Shaw, Chief 
Librarian of Liverpool, and Miss Shaw) proceeded by motor coach 
to Sefton, where they were met by Professor Sir William and Lady 
Herdman, Miss Herdman, the Reverend J. A. Hobson, and Mr. 
W. E. Gregson. 

An interesting visit was then paid to the Church of St. Helen, 
a splendid example of Gothic ecclesiastical architecture and one 
of the most notable old churches in South-West Lancashire, dating 
back to the early part of the 14th century. 

After leaving Sefton, the party were cordially entertained to 
tea at Ince-Blundell Hall, the magnificent Lancashire seat of C. J. 
Weld-Blundell, Esq. Ince Blundell Hall, the residence of the 
Blundell family since the days of the Conquest enjoys a European 
reputation for its priceless art treasures, which comprise by far the 
largest private collection of antique marbles in the country. The 
statues, some six hundred in number, are chiefly Greek and Roman, 
although some modern sculptors are represented. The pictures in 
the Gallery comprise the works of Andrea del Sarto, Michael Angelo, 
Teniers, Canaletto and Gainsborough. 

Later the members resumed their seats in the motor coaches 
and sped off to Southport, where they spent an enjoyable hour- 
and-a-half. At half-past eight the party bade farewell to Southport, 
and arrived back in Liverpool at ten o'clock. 

This excursion, one of the most pleasurable the Liverpool 
District has ever organized, formed a fitting conclusion to the suc- 
cessful series of meetings held during the winter months. 
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= COPTIC SERIES 


THE FILM: ITS USE IN POPULAR EDUCATION. 
By M. Jackgon Cloth, @/- 


LIBEARY ADVERTISING. 
By wig Briscoe. Cloth, 7/6 net. 


INDEXING: A BANDBOOK OF INSTRUCTION. 
By Grorce E. Brown. Cloth, 7/6 aet. 


A SCHOOL & CLUB LIBRARIAN'S HANDBOOK. 
By Marjorie Psacock. Cloth, net. 


AN INTRODUCTION TO LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION. 
Embodying the Short Course in Practical Classifica- 
tion. By W, C. Berwicx Savers. Cloth, 10/6 net. 
(New and Revised Bdition in Preparation.) 


A PRIMER OF LIBRARY PRACTICE. 


By Grorce E, Rogsucx.and W. Benson THORNS. 
Cloth, net 


READY SHORTLY. 


COUNTY LIBRARY SYSTEMS. 
By Duncan Gray Cloth, 7/6 get, 
( County Librarian of Warwick ). 


Many other publications in all branches 
of Library Science and Administration. 


Sead for’ Catalogue. 


GRAFTON é. 


COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & & COPTIC SF. 
LONDON, W.C.1. 
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To Librarians. 


WE HAVE PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING THAT WE HAVE 
BEEN APPOINTED SOLE AGENTS IN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM FOR THE SALE 
OF THE PUBLICATIONS OF 


Messrs A. S. BARNES & COMPANY | ‘fam 
OF NEW YORK a 

(The Well-known Publishers of Folk Dances and Musical Games), . 


Their list includes the following important works :— 


Crampton—Tue Seconp Dance Book ... 12/6 net 

Crawford—Fo.k DANCES AND GAMES... 
Crawford—Dramatic GAMES AND DANCES 
Crawford—RuYTHMS OF CHILDHOOD dine 
Frost—TuHE CLoG DaNcE Book 
Geary—Foik Dancers oF CZECHO-SLOVAKIA 
Shafter—DramMatTic DANCES FOR CHILDREN ibd 
Rath—Agstuetic DANCING ... 10/6 net 


Taft—TEcHNIQUE OF PAGEANTRY oab 


These publications are invaluable for Libraries, Schools, 
Play Centres, etc. 


Catalogues will be sent on application to: 


GRAFTON & CO., 


COPTIC HOUSE, 7 & 8 COPTIC STREET, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Printed by FRANK JUCKES, 85, Aston Street, Birmingham, 
and Published for the Proprietors by GRAFTON & CO., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London. W.C. 
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